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DINING 
AREAS 


The  number  of  persons  you  wish  to  serve,  the 
type  and  amount  of  entertaining  done,  and 
your  preferences  for  style  of  service  and  furni- 
ture will  determine  the  number,  size,  and 
location  of  your  dining  areas. 

Plan  at  least  one  major  dining  area  large 
enough  for  family  sitdown  meals.     It  should  be 


attractive,  have  a  window  if  possible,  be  con- 
venient to  the  food  preparation  area,  and  be 
directly  accessible  from  the  living  room. 

Secondary  dining  areas,  such  as  counters  and 
booths,  also  need  to  be  carefully  planned  for 
adequacy  and  convenience. 


DINING  AREA  LOCATIONS 
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LIVING  ROOM 


IN  A  SEPARATE  DINING  ROOM 
accessible  from  both  kitchen 
and  living  room. 
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TiKlTCHEHll 


ON  A  PATIO  OR  PORCH 
near  entrances  to  kitchen  and 
living  area  of  the  house. 


IN  A  MULTI-PURPOSE  ROOM 
where  table  may  also  be  used  for 
games,  homework,  and  sewing. 
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IN  THE  KITCHEN 
convenient  to,  yet  out  of  the 
work  area  and  passageways. 


IN  AN  "L"  OFF  THE  LIVING  ROOM 
where  dining  space  may  be  expanded 
to  accommodate  large  groups. 
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SPACE  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  DINING 


The  size  of  the  dining  space  you  will  need  is  de- 
termined by  the  number  of  people  to  be  served ; 
furniture  including  table,  chairs,  buffet,  cabi- 
net, and  serving  table;  and  the  amount  of  clear- 
ance required  for  passage  and  serving. 

Allow  21  to  24  inches  of  table  space  for  each 
adult.     The  minimum  size  table  at  which  eight 


adults  can  sit  comfortably,  three  on  each  side 
and  one  at  each  end,  is  40  inches  by  72 
inches.  The  minimum  size  for  six  adults  with 
two  on  each  side  and  one  at  each  end  is  36  inches 
by  60  inches.  A  round  table  42  inches  in  diam- 
eter is  minimum  for  four  people,  and  48  inches 
in  diameter  for  six  people. 


TABLES 


FREE-STANDING 


Regardless  of  the  size  or  shape  of  your 
dining  table,  there  are  certain  minimum 
clearances  around  it  for  which  you 
should  provide. 

Allow  36  inches  between  the  wall  or  a 
piece  of  furniture  and  the  table  to  edge 
past  a  seated  person.  Serving  requires 
44  inches  from  table  to  wall,  whereas 
only  32  inches  is  needed  for  rising  from 
a  chair  at  the  table. 

If  armchairs  are  used,  all  space  clear- 
ances should  be  increased  2  inches. 


ONE  END  AGAINST  WALL 

When  a  table  is  placed  with  one  end  against 
the  wall,  38  inches  is  needed  for  rising  from 
a  chair  in  this  confined  position. 


BOOTHS 


Built-in  tables  with 
benches  in  an  alcove  re- 
quire less  space  than 
free-standing  tables  and 
chairs,  but  are  less  con- 
venient for  serving  and 
seating.  An  arrange- 
ment with  chairs  on  one 
side  of  the  table  and  a 
built-in  bench  22  inches 
deep  on  the  other  is 
preferable  to  one  with 
two  built-in  benches. 


COUNTERS 


A  snack  or  dining  counter  may  be  considered  for 
informal  meals,  although  its  shape  and  resulting 
seating  arrangement  may  make  mealtime  con- 


versation awkward.  The  surface  of  the  counter 
should  be  uncramped  and  related  to  the  height 
of  the  chairs  or  stools  used  with  it. 


STRAIGHT 

The  number  you  wish  to  seat 
and  serve  should  determine 
the  length  of  your  counter. 
Multiply  21  inches  (mini- 
mum width  of  each  cover)  by 
the  number  of  persons  to  be 
seated  to  find  the  length  of 
the  counter. 


L-SHAPED 

If  you  desire  an  L- 
shaped  counter,  remem- 
ber to  allow  space  in 
which  to  serve  on  both 
arms  of  the  L.  The 
length  of  the  counter  is 
again  determined  by  the 
number  of  people  to  be 
seated  at  it. 
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COUNTER  HEIGHTS 


A  counter  should  be  30  inches 
high  if  a  chair  with  a  seat  18 
inches  high  is  to  be  used.    A. 
depth  of  20  inches  should  be 
allowed  for  leg  room. 


If  a  counter  is  36  inches  high, 
a  24-inch-high  stool  should 
be  used.  The  stool  should 
have  a  footrest  6  to  8  inches 
from  the  floor.  At  least  14 
inches  of  knee  space  is  needed 
for  this  higher  counter. 


DINING  FURNITURE  CUTOUTS 
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1        1 
1         1 
1           1 

EXTENSION 
DINING  TABLE 
60"x   40" 
WITH    ONE    LEAF 
72"x  40" 
i               l 
1               i 
1               l 

i 
i 

18" X  18" 

I6"xl6" 

DINETTE       TABLE 
60" x    36" 

i 
1 

1 
1 

DROPLEAF      TABLE 
(LEAVES       UP) 
27'/t"-70"x  40" 
I  1 


I  I 

l  l 

DROPLEAF      TABLE 
(LEAVES      UP) 
32"-  64"x  42" 

!  I 
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CHAIR 
I6"xl6" 

CHAIR 
16"* 16" 

DROPLEAF      TABLE 
(LEAVES       UP) 
27"-  54"  x    36" 


BUFFET 
60"x20" 


Use  these  cutouts  drawn  to  '/4-inch  scale  to  try 
different  furniture  arrangements  on  your  floor 

plan.    Trace,   then   cut  out   the   pieces  most 
nearly  the  same  size  as  your  furniture.    Use  the 


recommended  clearances  for  passage  and  serv- 
ing, as  minimum  space  allowances.  Chair  ex- 
tensions indicate  the  amount  of  space  needed 
for  rising  from  the  table. 


The  chart  to  the  right  gives  the  dimensions  of 
the  area  needed  for  dining  tables  and  chairs  of 
typical  sizes.  In  limited  areas,  jipace  has  been 
allowed  for  serving  on  two  si  dps  of  the  table; 
in  liberal  areas,  on  four  sides.  ' 

To  determine  the  overall  dimensions  of  your 
dining  area,  add  the  depth  of  other  furniture 
placed  against  walls — servers,  buffets,  chairs— 
to  either  the  length  or  the  width  of  the  space 
selected  from  the  chart. 
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DIMENSIONS      OF     SPACE    REQUIRED    FOR   A    DINING 
AREA     WITH     TABLE    AND    CHAIRS 


AREA      DIMENSIONS 

SIZE    OF 
TABLE 

'    LIMITED 
SERVING     FROM 
TWO     SIDES 

LIBERAL 

SERVING      FROM 

FOUR     SIDES 

54" x  36" 

ll'-2" 

x  9-8" 

ll'-IO"xlO-4" 

60"  x  36" 

n'-e" 

x  9'-8" 

12'- 4"x  10-4" 

60"  x  40" 

lf-8" 

x  10-  0" 

l2'-4"x  10-8" 

60"  x  42" 

H'-8" 

x  IO'-2" 

12-4"  x  lO'-IO" 

64"  x  42" 

12-0' 

x  IO'-2" 

I2'-8"xI0'-I0" 

72"  x  40" 

12'- 8' 

x  10-0" 

13-4"  x  IO'-8" 

42"  DIAMETER 

IO'-2" 

x  10-2" 

IO'-IO"x  IO-I0" 

48"  DIAMETER 

10'- 8' 

xl0'-8" 

ll'-4"  xtl'-4" 
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